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a strong impression that it was his last from St. soul.—Some Remarkable Passages in the life of Mr. 
Biograpyicat. Paul’s b vewell address to the elders of the Ephe- ' Geo. de Benneville.—A Collection of Hyiwwns, A. D. 1784 
= ——$$—$—$—$ Dialogues on Universal Restoration. A. D. 1788.—Lec- 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


JIFE OF REV. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 


(Coneluded from our last.) 


The next year, (1795) I think, he travelled ex- 
tensively in almost all parts of the country, espe- 
vially to the southward, though his constitution 
was broken, and an increasing asthma foretold a 
fatal termination. It was in the course of this 
vear that his wife having re-crossed the Atlantic, 
joined him, and prevailed upon him to live with 
her again. This was another instance of his weak- 
ness, Which, if report be true, he found cause to 
regret; itis said that she tormented him on his 
death-bed. 

He visited his old society in Philadelphia, to 
which he again ministered for a while, probably in 
the latter part of 1795, and the beginning of 1796. 
Itwas about this time that the celebrated Doct. 
Priestley delivered a course of Lectures in the 
Universalist Meeting-house there, in the conclusion 
of which he informed the society that he agreed 
with their minister in the doctrine of Universal 
Restoration. This minister must, I think, have 
heen Mr. Winchester. It is certain, however, that 
he left Philadelphia before August, 1796, at which 
time the Rev. Thomas Jones arrived there from 
England. F 

J find few traces of him after he left Philadel. 
phia till he went to Hartford, Con. where he made 
his first appearance before the public, on the 11th 
of October, 1796, at the funeral of a young man. 
The people were assembled around the grave, 
when they were surprized at the voice of a stran- 
ger, who, unasked, had taken the freedom to ad- 
dress them on the occasion. His language and 
manner were very affecting, and excited a general 
wish to hear himagain. Accordingly, he gave one 
*rtwo lectures during the week; and preached, 
the next Sunday, in the Theatre. A_ respectable 
*ongregation Was soon gathered, among which 
were some gentlemen of influence.* They would 
immediately have built a large meeting house for 
tim; but his unwillingness to accept of a perwn- 
dent settlement dissuaded them, and prevented 
any regular organization of a society. "They con- 
tinued to oceupy the 'Theatre on Sundays, and one 
of the meeting-houses on ‘Wednesday evenings, 
tll the beginning of December, when the incle- 
Inency of the weather induced them to assemble 
ina large chamber, fitted to accommodate about 
tour hundred, which they occupied till Mr. Win- 
chester’s death. This was well filled. 

At Hartford, Mr. Winchester’s terts were genc- 
rally selected from the Pentateuch, the Psalms, the 
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propheey. His meetings were always opened with 
“inging, ashe thought himself unable to proceed 
ll he gad joined, or rather led, in that delightful 
*ervice. When he stood up to preach or pray, his 
PS, usually livid from the dropsy, assumed a dark 
Vurple Yaue ; bis voice, at first almost choked with 
lie asthma, grew deep, powerful and sonorous ; 
‘hi though sinking under a complication of disea- 
- all his infirmities were forgotten in his aniima- 
on, ; ' 
x hus he continued preaching till about the first 
% April, (1797) when he delivered a sermon, under 
*Mr 
he ¢: 


™. 
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Thomas Tisdale (of whom there is an accoun ip 


‘azetteer of Connecticut, under the Hartford head) was 
of Mr. Winchester’s heartiest friends. 


‘ie promises of the gospel, and the fulfilment of 








book of Isaiah, and the Revelations; and his dis-|.0F 418 Pun.itations; which, however, is doubt- 


‘ourses probably ran much on the types of the law, | 


sian church. He never entered his desk again. | 
His death was fast approaching, and he contem- | 
plated it with serenity and joy. On the morning | 
of his decease, he requested two or three young 
ladies, who were sitting by him, to join in singing 
a hymn,t observing at the same time that he might | 
expire before it should be finished. He began 
with them; but his voice soon faltered, and the 
torpor of death fell upon him, They were discon- 
certed and paused; but he, reviving, encouraged 
them to proceed, and joined in the first line of 
each stanza, till he breathed no more. This was 
on the 18th of April, 1797, im the 47th year of his 
age. 

His funeral was attended on the 21st by a nu- 
merous concourse of afflicted friends and sympa- 
thizing spectators. The Rev, Dr. strongt preached 
the sermon, from Heb. ix. “7, in which, though an 
opposer of his sentiments, he gave Mr. Winchester 
an excellent character, and bore a frank testimony 
to his final constancy in the doctrine which he had 
preached, 

Of Mr. Winchester may be said, what can be 
asserted of few men so much exposed to obloquy, 
that his moral character was never impeached, and 
his piety universally admitted. A scrutinizing eye 
might perhaps discover a slight tincture of super- 
stition in his religion, and some weakness in that 
peaceable disposition for which he was distinguish- 
ed; but his practical confidence in God, his uni- 
form, cheerful serenity, and his unconquerable 
benevolence and charity, form a halo of glory 
around him, which will a'.vays preserve his very 
imperfections from will, ef usure. 

His perception was clear ; but his credulity often 
supplied, and poorly too, the place of judgment. 
Quickness of thought he possessed to an extraor- 
dinary degree: he could, in a few minutes, com- 
pute a sum, which if set down in figures, would 
occupy a sheet of paper; and he sometimes wrote 
for the press with great rapidity, while engaged in 
conversation on other topics. Every one bas heard 
of his astonishing memory: it is said, and I believe 
with little or no exaggeration, that he could repeat 
the whole Bible. 

He had some acquaintance, probably not very 
thorough, with the Latin, Greek and Hebrew. 1! 
ami told that he studied the French language at 
Philadelphia, and became able to converse in it. 
As to his English style, it is remarkably familiar, 
though often incorrect, and sometimes extremely 
carcless, There are a few passages of the shecrest 
bombast in his writings, notwithstanding the sim- 
plicity of the man. 

I shall conclude this Sketch with a CaraLoeve 


less imperfect. 
Catalogue of Mr, Winchester’s Publications. 


Sermon fiom Genesis iit. 15. A. D. 1781.—The Out- 
casts Comforted: a sermon fiom Isa. Ixvi. 5. A. D. 1782. 
Five Letters on the Divinity of Ch ist.—A serious Ad 
dress to the Youth of Philadelphia,.on the worth of the 

+“The Christian’s Farewell, or Dying Saint's Song.” — 
See the Universalist Maguzine, Vol. 1, nage 196, where it 
is said to have been camposed by Winchester. Thi 
however, is by no means certain. 

1 Dr. Strong was a professed Hopkinsian, minister of » 
Congregationa] Church ion Hartiord, and well known as 
the autho: of a Treatise in seply to Dr. Huntingdon’ 
work in favor of Universal Salvation. Dr. Strong had 
feely associated with Mr. Winchester during his resi- 
lence in Hartford, and though of different sentiments, 

ppeared much pleased with his cornpany and cogversa- 
tion. He visited him in his last sickness, 








tures on the Prophecies. A. D. 1790 & 1791.-—-The Phi 

ladelphian Magazine.—-A Letter to Rev. Mr. Coetlogon, 
containing remarks on President Edward's Seruion on the 
Eternity of Hell Torments.--The Holy Conversation 
and High Expectations of Christians, containing Remarks 
on the Rev. Mr. Taylor’s Sermon on the Etc rnity of Fu- 
ture Punishment.—Five Letteis to the Rev. Dan Taylor. 
A. D. 1790.--The Beauties of the Millennium.—Oration 
on the discovery of America, and a Biographical Sketch 
of General Washington. A. D. 1792.--Two Sermons on 
the Three Woe Trumpets. A. D. 1793.--The Process 
and Empire of Christ; a Poem, &c. A. D. 1793—A Cen- 
tury Sermon on the Glorious Revolution.--The Face of 
Moses Unveiled: or Evangelical Truths discovered iu 
the Law, in four discourses.——-The Lord Jesus worthy the 
love of All Men.--The Gospel preached by the Apostles. 
A Sermon against the Slave Trade.--The Works and 
Words of Jesus.——-Comfort for Mourning Christians.-— 
Doctrine of the Atonement Defended.—The Gospel cf 
Christ no cause for Shame,—Funeral Sermon for Israel 
Johnson.—A Funeral Sermon for the Rev. J. Wesley.— 
An Elegy on the Rev. J. Wesley.--Sermon to Youth.— 
Letters to Thos. Paine, in Answer to his Age of Reason. 
A. D. 1794.--Political Catechisin.--Masonie Add ess, 
delivered at Norwich, Conn.--Scripture Passages in favor 
of the Universal Restoration.--A Seimon on the preach- 
ing of the Atonement, foohshness to such as Perish, but 
powerful to those that are Saved.—A Discourse on the 
Awful Visitation of the City of Philadelphia, by the 
Yellow Fever, in 1798.—A New Book of Poems.—A 
Hynam on Benevolence and another on Friendship. 
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OK «HE CHLISTIAN INTELLIGENC Bu 


ON MORAL AGENCY. 

Mr. En1tor—It is well known, to every attentive 
reader of the sacred oracles, that the promises of 
the gospel are expressed in the most unconditional 
and categorical language. For instance :—* I will 
put my laws into their minds—TI will be to them a 
Gon—they shall be to me a people.” “I will bless 
thee—I will multiply thee—and in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed.” What 
could be more emphatical and positive? But my 
present object is, to ascertain, if practicable, how 
these promises are compatible with the moral 
agency of man? For Gop does not say he will 
put his laws in their minds, and write them in 
their hearts, if they will humbly invoke him to 
perform this work for them. No.—Nor does He 
gay, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, if 
they will comply with certain conditions, 

It is a divine command, “Thou shalt love the 
Lorp thy Gop with all thy heart”—and “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Now what 
can be more evident, than the fact, that men can- 
not love Gon, and their neighbor, in opposition to 
their own wills and affections? But the Almighty 
has unconditionally promised, that his creatures 
shal! be in full exercise of this principle; and how 
is it to be effected? It is certain that the creature 
cannot, possibly, love contrary to his own mind, 
What, then, is the conclusion? Answer: Gop 
must work in man both to will and to do, of his 
good pleasure. And there can be no agency, free- 
will, or power of choice in man, which may not be 
entirely directed by the wisdom and power of Gop ; 
and this, without the least violation of such aa 
agency. 

The reasonableness of this doctrine is made ob- 
vious, at once, when we inquire. whether our Crea- 
tor did not put us in possession of all the agency 
or free-will we exercise for the purpose of answer- 
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ing bis own wise designs ? And whether it be eon- 
sistent to suppose, that the All-Wise should so err, 
as to produce an age and free-will in his crea- 
ture, which shall, eventually, disappoint or frustrate 
His own will and design, in what he himself crea- 
ted? Is there a free-willer in the world, who sup- 
poses that man’s agency can, in any sense, super- 
sede the agency, will or purpose of Gop? If not; 


and it be conceded that the divine agency controls | 


or superintends the agency of man, then it is most 

apparent, that Gop can produce love and obedience 

in inan without violating the principles of moral 

agency, with which ‘xe 1s constituted. M. B. B. 
DIVINE GOODNESS. 

The Lord is good lo all, und his lcnaer mercies are over 
all his works. But how can he be good to those who shall 
endure etecnal torment, or how can his fender mercies be 
over them? It may be replied, he formed them for hap- 
piness, and they will enjoy the intended blessing, if they 
do not misempluy their talents, abuse their opportunities 
nodruash headlong On destruction, This is no answer, 
for God cannot be merciful to any one, in giving him ex- 
istence and furnishing him with the means of procuring 
happiness, when he certainly knows it will never be pos 
sessed, either through misemployment of talent, o: neglect 
to use itatall. Moreover, it is inpassible for God to en- 
courage man in the pursuit of that which is unattainable, 
or to give means for the accomplishment of an end, which 
he knows, will never be effected. Hence it cannot be 
said that God is kind io forming a person for happiness, 
when he positively knows he will never enjoy it. He 
therefore is unmerciful towards those who will endlessly 
suffer ; for perceiving what would be their final condition, 
if they were created, he gave them bdeing, and knowing 
they are fitting for eternal ruin, he does not stiike them 
out of existence. Until it can be shown how an eternity 
of heart-rending agony canevince God’s love to the suf- 
fere:, whom he sent into life for this express purpose, and 
whom he prepared for this awful doom, we shall not un- 
derstand how hatred and love are synonymous, or how 
an infinitely cruel being could torture the vietims of his 
wrath with fiercer pain. 

Should an object: r say, God is good to all, and his ten- 
der mercies are as really over al/ his works now as they 
ever can be, and yet we sce tha: misery abounds, how 
then can we inferthat things will change in a coming 
state? It is answered, the objection destroys all prospect 
of unmixed felicity, or it does not affect the point in con- 
troversy. Were part of our race happy and part misera- 
ble in this life, we might conclude, reasoning from analo- 
gy, that this distinction would obtain inthe coming world. 
But as on examination some happiness and some misery 
is found in each person, we might infer, by the same pro- 
cess of reasoning, that this mixture of pleasure and pain 
will form the character of each individual through eterni- 
ty. Should this be the case, or should our race be anni- 
hilated, God might be good to allyand our objector’s ai- 
gurnent would not invalidate our reasoning on this subject. 

After what has been said, the plea of sovereign disposal 
comes too late, for, as a distinguished writer observes, 
had the Creator given existence to the creature oly to 
render it unhappy, the relationof Creator and creature 
would still subsist, and yet we could not possibly con- 
ceive, in this supposition, either right or obligation. The 
irresistible power of the Creator might indeed constrain 
the creature ; but thiscoustraint would never forma rea- 
sonable obligation, a moral tie ; because an obligation of 
this nature always supposes a concurrence of the will, and 
an approbation or acquiescence on the part of man, from 
which voluntary submission arises. Now this acquies- 
“ence could mever be given to a being, that would exert 
his supreme power only to oppress his creature, and to 
render it unhappy.” For “ the right of sovereignty a 

ises from superiority of power, accompanied with wis- 
iom and goodness.” We hence perceive, that if God 
hate any soul, and have given it existence and suscepti- 
bility of pain, merely that it should endure unending tor- 
nent, that soul has never violated acommand of God, 
ana wnerefore cannot be sentenced to punishment ; as on 

ne part there was no right, and on the other no obliga- 
tion. 

We have already shown the fallacy involved in a kind 
wut inefficient purpose, when the disastrous result is clear- 
'y foreseen ; but fearing some may not understand the 
‘orce of this arguinent, we shall concisely re-examine that 
point, and finish this reason. If it be asserted that God 
is good to all, in giving each the means of salvation, and 
that no chasge of unkindness can attach to him, should 
any peivert their blessings to their own perdition ; it is 
answered, when God knows an event will not occur, It is 
absolutely impossible that it should transpire. When 
be g.ve certain individuals the means of salvation, if 
this objection avail aught, he saw it would not be obtain- 
ed. How highly then are snch persons blessed, when 
their means are totally inefficient, and their bare posses- 


text for their endless ruin? If this he the wisdom and 
sincerity of Heaven, we frankly concede that Paganism is 
uot the worst religion, and that the mere light of nature 
is nut the most feeble lamp.—-Bishe’s Sermon. 
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sion, for they can do nothing with them, is made the pre- 

















SELECTED FOR THE CHRASTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


IMPORTANCE. OF UNION. 
When the great Teacher of mankind would in- 


form them what would bring any kouse or kingdom | 


to dissolution, he did not say it would consist in ha- 
ving many enemies, but in being divided against 
themselves. ‘This remark will hold good in all ca- 
ses; and when we apply it to the cause of Chris- 
tianity, we readily discover why it is no more ef- 
fectual against the delusions and wickedness of the 
world. It is a given point, that not long after the 
apostles’ days, the christian church fell into a state 
of general apostacy. How far she is now recover- 
ed, is not easily known; butif we judge from the 
great disagreement of her professed members, we 
must conclude that her restoration, as yet, is very 
inconsiderable, 

The way in which the christian church fell, is 
probably similar to the manner in which the Jews 
apostatized from their religion; and consists in a 
perversion of the gospel of Christ, and a substitu- 
ting human traditions, The present confused and 
divided state of the church is an undeniable evi- 
dence, that there is still a perversion of the gospel, 
and that human traditions have great influence 
among men. ‘The night is so dark, that the right 
Way is with difficulty seen; hence there are so ma- 
ny different imaginations concerning it. While 
groping in the dark, there is a continual pushing 
with side and shoulder, and all strength is exhaust- 
ed in domestic contentions ; so that we may as well 
look for a change in the fixed laws of nature, as to 
hope for prosperity in the cause of christianity, un- 
til its votaries are more united. Should any being, 
disengaged with any party, yet capable of viewing 
all their different intentions and practices at once, 
behold all the different seéts among professed chris- 
tians, from the highest prelate of Rome, down to 
the layman of the protestants; and all contending 
for the ascendancy, and striving hard to keep free 
from the pollution of each other’s sentiments, and 
branding each other with the epithets of false pro- 
phet, heretic, &c, &c. and all making use of the 
scriptures, to give sanction to their distinctions, he 
would hardly know which to admire the most, the 
unreasonableness of their contentions, or the folly 
of their hope of success. Yet this is but a faint pic- 
ture of the present state of the christian world.— 
But covered with a thick veil of party prejudice, 
and blinded with the pleasing hope of meeting 
God’s approbation themselves, sectarians are insen- 
sible of the great and universal difficulty which pre- 
vails. Were each one made to understand, that 
there can be no way of prosperity for any indivi- 
dual, but what is conducive to the good of the whole, 
there would soon be an inquiry for the “ new and 
living way”—in which there is neither male nor 
female, neither bond nor free, nor Jew nor Gentile, 
but all are one in Christ. 

So many divisions arose, probably, in the first 
place, from a disaffection among the members of 
churches towards each other, rather than from any 
disagreement in theory; and it is not likely that 
church fellowship will ever be restored, until sufti- 
cient charity abounds to prevail over the present 
marks of distinction. The discipline of churches, 
as far as it can have influence, serves to prevent 
any deliverance of the cause of christianity from 
the dreadful delusions into which it is fallen, by 
considering all dissenters as partakers of heresy. 
Adopting some particular articles as the standard 
of doctrine, churches exclude from their connex- 
ion any that may adopt other-ideas. The Romish 
church were very strict in this practice, and as 
much as was within their power, they opposed the 
light that the Protestants have optaineD. Each 
Protestant church, supposing herself free from all 





papal darkness, endeavors to prevent any further 





light that may be communicated. One particular 
error into which the Jews fell, and which was the 
greatest occasion of any of their rejecting the gos. 
pel, was, that a small part of the world would be 
saved; and as they considered themselves and aj} 
that adhered to them as that part, they increased 
proselytes, thereby, greatly. 


Very little will ever be done, as to improvement 
in doctrine, until there is more union among chris. 
tians. Christian fellowship is a very srered thing, 
and of great use to the church, when rightly at- 
tended to. It serves to strengthen believers in the 
prosecution of ‘their work, and to stop the mouths 
of the deists and atheists of the world. But as it js 
now attended to, it has an opposite effect. The 
dreadful jarrings among the churches, under pre- 
tence of primilive purity, does more to dishearten 
professors, than all the world beside can do ; nor ig 
there any thing which promotes deism, and expo- 
ses the realities of religion to ridicule, like the con- 
tentions of its professed advocates. There must be 
some great mistake, as to the criterion of christian 
fellowship ; since it now separates, not so much be- 
tween the careless world and church members, as 
it does between church members themselves ; and 
not only between church members, but between 
such as, in the judgment of charity, are real friends. 
to God, being renewed in the temper of their 
minds. Jt is an undoubted fact, that there are, in 
the different denominations, such as believe in the 
Savior of sinners, and trust in bim for their eternal 
all; yet they are as bitter against each other as the 
outstanding world; and are more afraid of each 
other’s heresies, as each term them, than of the 
vilest of practices. Christian fellowship is designed 
to separate between God’s friends and his enemies; 
but it seems now to be prostituted merely to party 
purposes ; and it is so perverted asto divide among 
sheep of the same fold—brethren engaged in the 
very same cause; and to cut up and divide into se- 
veral parts, such as are members of the same body 
by a living faith. ‘This is not the fellowship of which 
the scriptures speak When Christ and his apostles 
forbid the churches from having any fellowship 
with such as denied Jesus to be the Messiah, or 
such as walked in drunkenness, &c. they did not 
intend that their authority should be used to make 
divisions for every little difference of sentiment; 
therefore christians should be very careful how 
they set the scriptures at war with all who differ 
from them, lest the Lord should say to them, Who 
hath required this at your hands? If the criterion 
of christian fellowship be placed in disputed tenets 
of doctrine, or any visible ceremony, it will serve 
greatly to promote proselytes to party, but not to 
real godliness; and while churches think them- 
selves pure from the errors of others, ungodly men, 
covetous, taleberring persons, will creep in, under 
cover of orthodoxy, and hide themselves in the 
midst of party contention. Churches, in this way, 
will soon dwindle into empty forms, and differ no- 
thing in character from the uncultivated part of 
mankind, except it be in their notoriety and wick- 
edness. What is the most perfect feature of this 
procedure is, that it answers as well for one church 
as another. A church has only to call her creed 
the TRUE GOSPEL, and then none of us are al- 
lowed by sertpture to hear any other ; her doctrine 
the FAITHFUL WorD, and St. Paul himself com- 
mands us to HOLD IT Fast. Let her consider the 
preaching which she has commonly received, as 
the PREACHING OF THE APOSTLES, and it follows 
of course that all others are accursed. Now this 
practice answers as well for the popes and cardi- 
nals of Rome, as for any of the dissenters; and 
they are more consistent in it, for they pretend to 
the infallibility of the apostles, which is necessary 
to authorize snch proceedings. But there is a cri- 
terion of christian faith spoken of in scripture ; 
though I think it cannot consist in any thing which 
is any way disputable, for it amounts to a moral 
certainty in my mind, that what is of such com- 
mon use, and of such vast importance, must be 
made sufficiently plain to every man, so that he 
that runs may read. In inquiring for the criterion, 
it issafe to keep as near the tellowship of te lioly 
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tiey are that have fellowship with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ, we should not hesitate 
to hold fellowship with them ourselves. But as we 
can tell only by their fruits, we are perfectly safe 
ip holding fellowship with all who desire it, whose 

ctice does not, in the judgment of charity, pro- 
pit their having fellowship with the spirit of God. 

POLYCARP. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, 


When the venerable MURRAY resided and preache:! in 
Boston, @ young man from the interior of Massachusetts, 
went into that town to establish himself in business. Ou 
leaving the paternal mansion, the father who was a rigi: 
Calvinist Baptist, was above all things, very particula, 
incha.ging his son to beware of that dreadful Murray. 
and his move dreadful doctrine. Doct. STILLMAN was a 
reat favorite of the father, though it seems he was not 
wuficiently acquainted with him to recognize his person. 
On his meeting, he charged the son to attend, and in his 
gntiinents, tohave implicit confidence ; adding, * Go not 
near that Murray, on peril of your soul’s eternal destruc- 
tion ; for his: doctrine is the snare of Satan.” 

When a person is prohibited in that which he sees free 
to others, a greater desire is generally created by the very 
prohibition, to know what the * forbidden fruit” can be. 
twas so with this young man. For some time he re- 
uenbered and rigidly regarded the paternal injunction ; 
but his curiosity Increasing, the more he thought upon the 
subjecty—and considering “+ himself sage ;” he at length 
ventured to hear Mr. Murray deliver a Lecture. The 
young man Was much disappointed. He had expected, 
according to the assurance of his father,to hear every 
thing bad ; but nothing fell from the lips of the venerable 
weaker, which was not, on the cortrary, very good. So 
agreeable was his disappointment, tnat he renewed his at- 
indance on Mr. MURRAY’S meeting ; till at length he 
became a believer in the final restoration, and joined Mr. 
M's society. 

The father, hearing of his son’s alteration in his views, 
barnessed his horse with all possible haste, and drove, like 
lehu, into town. It was of a Saturday night that he ar- 
tived, and he hastened to accuse his son of infidelity and 
lowarn him of his eternal danger. After considerable 
conversation, upon the subject of doctrines, which had the 
sect to make the enraged father a little more conciliato- 
vit was agreed,on the morning of the Sabbath, that the 
fther should attend the son’s meeting in the forenoon ; 
ind in the afternoon, the son should attend his father’s. 
The son’s meéting was Mr. Murray’s; and the father’s, 
Doct. Stillman’s. Accordingly, at the proper time, they 
both set out for Mr. M’s place of worship: but asthe fati- 
twas a stranger in town, the son succeeded in conduct- 
inghim to Doet. Stillman’s meeting, which, the former 
wpposed all the while, to be Mr. Murray’s. On return- 
ing from meeting, the young man inquired : * Well, Sir, 
tow did you like my minister ?” “ Oh,” said the father, 
“he was most abominable ; there was noi a word of truth 
nall he said ;—Dont, | conjure you, ge there again.” 

According to agreement, the son was to accompany the 
lather inthe afternoon. “ Now, said the old man, we 
wall hear something from Stillman, by which,I pray you 
tay be benefitted.” The son conducted himto Mr. Mur- 
tty’smeeting. The father, supposing Mr. M. to be Doct. 
. swallowed every word most eagerly, occasionally cal- 
‘ng the attention of his son, to the animating speaker.— 
Aller their return, the old man was again interrogated— 
“How did you like the discourse ?” ‘ Most excellently,” 
*\ the father. That is what I call the truth—the bread 
"lie. If you would be wise, my son, atiend where we at- 
“tied this afternoon, and believe the doctrine there preach- 
"bret beware of the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; it 
“ruin your soul.” 

{he son smiled at the prejudices of his father, saying ; 
“How totally does prejudice blind us. This day, my 
“rent, * T have caught you with guile.” The Sermon you 
“ani in the morning, and which you so much abominated, 
‘not delivered, as you supposed, by ‘that dreadful 
“utay, but by your idol Stillman. He it was, whom 
thave just charged me to avoid. And he, who preach- 
~ ‘ils afternoon, whose doctrines you so eagerly swal- 
ie and so zealously extolled, was that very Mr. Mur- 
ty whom you so much despised. Henceforth, let us 
,/'0 abate the violence of our prejudices, and to con- 
“". no man or his sentiments unheard.” 

, © above anecdote very happily illustrates the force 
ea ernerous prejudices, and it is hoped that its practical 

‘icy may not be lost. ORIGEN. 











oe little de they know of the true happiness of life, 

lng Sttangers to that intercourse of good offices and 
, vuections, which, by a pleasing charm, attaches 
mn) One another, and circulates rational enjoyment 
» *art to heart. 

mp? cheerfulness makes a man happy in himself, and 

», \©S the happiness of all around him. It is the clear 


_ sunshine of a mind illuminated by piety and 
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“BEWARE OF THE CONCISION.” ~° 
| concluded from our fast. | 

But the subject before us admits of an application to 

those who are inquirers after truth, or who, having be- 
come convinced that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
are desirous of uniting themselves to some religious com- 
nunion. To all such, we say, beware of those churches 
and communities, whose leading principles require a rigid 
and relentless discipline. If you adopt their creed and 
covenant, you know your destiny ; you must be confined 
to the narrow limits of the see/, not being permitted to 
deviate from the path, which your teachers shall prescribe. 
Should you seek for higher attainments in knowledge, and 
appear in advance of the main body of spiritual soldiers, 
with whom you are enrolled, you must be called to an 
account, church marshalled, and dealt with according to 
their rules of discipline. If you persist in declaring your 
new discoveries, in the things of Jesus, you will be con- 
demned as a deserler, and be publicly executed ; or, in 
other words, excommunicated, and published to the world 
as an heretic and an infidel. But, when a spirit of tole- 
ration does prevail, and a member is allowed to withdraw 
peaceably from a church, without the curse of excision, 
the fact ought to be proclaimed aloud and published on 
the house-top, as being of singular and uncommon occur- 
rence. Such instances are, * like angels’ visits, few and 
far between.” 

One thing worthy of remark, in relation to this subject 
is, that when this modern excision takes place, there is 
generally employment erough for the other characters 
mentioned in the text. The Apostle says, “ Beware of 
dogs ;” afit emblem of those barking tattlers, who will 
not fail to act the busy body and the catumniator, when 
a change of profession takes place. They will circulate 
mischievous, false reports, and defame one’s moral char- 
acter, thus baying and biting, like the animals by which 
they are represented. The * evil workers,” or secret, in- 
sinuating mischief-makers will be constantly engaged- 
All these evils should be considered, before you unite with 
those churches, who use the sword of cencision, in their 
discipline, instead of the ** pruning hooks.” 

And to conclude ; let us improve our subject in a moral 
point of view, and consider that such as disregard the di- 
vine commands, and habituate themselves to dissipation and 
wickedness, do, in reality, perform the work of concision 
for themselves. They exclude themselves: from health, hap- 
piness, respectability and usefulness in life; and as branches 
of a tree, severed from the trunk, wither and die in a prema- 
ture and improper manner. The dissolute and abandoned 
sinner, is made, in the retributive administration of God, the 
instrument of his own severe correction ; he chastises himself 
with flagellations, lacerates his own enjoyments, and spills 
the life-blood of all which is worth his pursuit, in reference 
to a mortal state of existence. Suffer us, then, in the exercise 
of pure fraternal affection, to caution all people, more espe- 
cially the rising generation, against indulging in those medi 
tations, practices and habits, the natural consequences of 
which are so alarming and dreadful. Let it be indelibly en- 
graven on every heart, susceptible of good impressions, that a 
practica) compliance with the morality and religion of Jesus, 
is the only course which will ensure us peace in life, a solace 
in death, and an experimental hope of future and unending 
felicity. 





REFORMATION IN FAYETTE. 
It is gratifying to learn that several young people of re- 
spectable families and of good moral habits have recently 
publicly professed themselves the disciples of Christ, in the 
town of Fayette, and are determined (the Lord willing) to ho- 
nor him as their ascended Lord and Master. While we most 


heartily rejoice in every instance of genuine reformation, ei- 
ther in practice or in doctrines, without refereace to the par- 
ticular ism, by which their sectarian name is distinguished, 
we claim the privilege of urging the importance of keeping a 
single eye on Christ and him crucified. If our friends who 
embrace different religious views, will be charitable, like 
their exalted Teacher, Jzsus, we shall continue to rejoice 
that they have become his humble and sincere followers. 


EASTERN ASSOCIATION. 


The Association of Universalists, convened at Wayne, on 
Wednesday and Thursday of last week, according to previ- 
ous adjournment, and attended to the interesting, joyous, 
and solemn services of the occasion, with entire harmony of 
affection and sentiment. The ministering brethren present, 
were Brothers Jabez Woodman, W. A. Drew, S. Cobb, M. 
B. Ballou, W_ Frost, Alvan Dinsmore, R. Streeter, H. Haw- 
kins, George Bates, and Thomas Dolloff ; the three last of 
whom were publicly ordained. Two brethren, also, were re- 
ceived into fellowship as preachers, viz. Dr. Alex. Hatch, of 
Lebanon, and Br. Whittier, of Freeman. Several So- 
cieves were received into the fellowship of the Association, 
and severa! interesting Resolves passed in the Council, all 
which will be duly noticed in the Minutes and Circular. Not 
being in the Council when that subject was taken up, we 
know not the medium through which they are to make their 
— 

e cannot refrain remarking that the audience was nu- 
merous, respectable anc attentive; and although the Socie- 
ties, wherever we have met, have manifested a degree of lib- 
erality and friendship, which it weuld be difficult to excel, 
still, we owe it to our friends in Wayne, to announce that 
their exertions were equal to any which had previously exci- 
ted our high admiration, esteem and gratitude. 








NEW-YORK STATE ASSOCIATIONS. 


The Western Association of Universalists convened at 
Eaton’s Bush, Herkimer county, May 31, 1825. The 
meeting was well attended. A Constitution was agreed 
upon for a “ Universalist Convention of the State of New 

fork,” “to consist exclusively of Ministers, appointed an- 
nually from each association,” belonging to its jurisdic- 
tion. The first session of the “ Universalist Convention 
of New-York” is to be holden in Madison, on the secoud 
Wednesday of May, 1826; and the Western Association 
is to meet at Sullivan, Madison county, on the first Wed- 
nesday and Thursday of June, 1826. : 

The Black River Association met at Watertown, oa 
the second Wednesday of June 1825, and having ina 
harmonious manner, attended to the various objects of 
the meeting, adjourned, to convene at Antwerp, Jefferson 
county, June 1826. May the Lord of the harvest prosper 
our Brethren in the West, and in all parts of his exten- 
sive vineyard. 


TO AGENTS AND SUBSCRIBERS. 


While the Editor tenders his very sincere gratitude to 
those who contributed so generously to the pafronage and 
support of his publication, during his short tour east, he 
would observe, that ifany mistakes have occurred, and 
the papers have net been forwarded, according to direc- 
tions, he stands ready to be corrected by Letter, and will 
rectify, without delay, any errors which may have result- 
ed from inadvertency or forgetfulness. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of “ Conrersa- 
tion between UC. and L.” * Origen’s Discourse,” * F'rank- 
fort,” * Sidney,” and ssveral other valuable articles; all 


‘which shall be published, as soon as convenient. 


The Reply to Edwards mnst be deferred till our next. 


PC. R. is informed that his complaints of having been 
improperly treated, at the Gorham Camp Meeting, not 
long since, cannot be published in our columns; the Pre- 
siding Elder having called on the Editor, and assigned 
reasons for his own conduct, which are satisfactory. 
reve unre 
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In this town, Mrs. Harriet, wife of Mr Stephen Frothing- 
ham.—Mrs. Clarissa, wife of Rev. Asa Rand, aged 33.—Hou. 
Woodbury Storer, aged 64.—Mehitabel, daughter of Mr. Ru- 
fus Kimball, aged 2 years.-Mr. Luke Brown, aged 82. 


At New-Orleans, on the 24th of June, Capt. Freeman 
Smiru, of Portland, aged 42. In the death of this excellent 
and respectable ship-master, his family and friends have sus- 
tained an irreparable joss. He was the devoted husband and 
the tender father ; and as an acquaintance and citizen, none 
of similar means for usefulness, exceeded him. A _ virtuous 
wife and seven dependent children, will emba'm his memory 
with tears of affection. Capt. S. wasan esicemed member 
of the Universalist Society in this place, and (as is learned 
by a letter from his eldest son, who was w -h him.) “ cied in 
the full triumph of the Faith he had long professed, ex press- 
ing his remembrance, aud earnest prayers for his surying 
family.” 
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IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 
BY LORD BYRON, 


WHEN coldness wraps the suffering clay, 
Ah, whither strays the IMMORTAL MIND? 
ft cannot die, it cannot stay, 
But leaves its darkened dust behind. 
Then unembodied, doth it trace 
_ By steps each planets heaveuly way, 
Or fill at once the realms of space, ~ 
A thing of eyes that all survey? 


Eternal, boundless, undecaycd, 
A thought unseen, but seeing all; 
Alt—all in earth or skies displayed, 
Shall it survey, shall it recall : 
Each fainter trace that memory holds. 
So darkly, of departed years, 
Tn one broad glance the SouL beholds, 
And all that was, at once appears. 


Before Creation peopled earth, 
Its eyes shall rol] through cliaos back : 

And where the furthest heaven had birth, 
The Spirit trace its rising track ; 

And where the FUTURE mars or makes, 
Its glance dilate o’er all, to be, 

While sun is quenched or system breaks, 
Fixed io its own eternity. 


Above or love, hope, hate or fear, 

It lives all passionless and pure; 
An age shall fleet like earthly year— 

Its years as moments shall endure. 
Away, away, without a wing, 

O’er all, through all, its thoughts shall fy, 
A nameless and eternal thing— 

Forgetting what it was to die! 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


mere A DREAM. 

Tired with the perplexing cares of busines, in which i 
was deeply engaged in early life, at the close of a certai: 
day I committed myself to my couch for the sweets of re 
freshing slumber. My sleep, though craved by nature. 
was imperfect and troubled ; and it was not long befor: 
I was engaged in a dream, which made such an impres 
sion on my mind, that I shall carry the remembrance of 
it down to my latest day. Now by the way, | amno tx 
Jiever in the inspiration of creams. T never thought min 
came with the authority of prediction, though subsequent 
events have often reminded me of the disturbed thoughts 
which on tuat night occupied my mind. It is true I have 
frequently related to my rustic neighbors, what T now 
have to communicate, when nothing of greater conse- 
quence Offered to fill a vacaut hour ; but I never thought 
of communicating it for the press, until some circumstan- 
ces which have recently taken place, brought me to the 
resolution. 

I thought that the “speedy wheels of time” seemed 
suddenly ¢o take a etiograde motion, by which I was 
carried back to the darkened age of the sixteenth centu- 
ry. The first object that I can. distinctly recollect to 
have noticed, was one of the large Gothic piles, which 
were erected to perpetuate, by tradition, the monstrous 
errors of those ignorant times. The pile which I beheld, 
seemed even then to be crumbling into ruins ; but there 
were hundreds ef artisans employed to renew its strength 
and durability. I was on the point of entering this an- 
cient building to survey its spacious and antiquated halls, 


when the mingled voices of all the artisans, not one of} 


whom dared toenter it himself, exclaimed, ** Beware, 
thou sacrilegious stranger, the abode of holy spirits cannot 
be profaned by thine impious presence.” It was a castle 
which had long siuce been deserted by the living, and 
sanctified as a sort of hades for the departed spirits of re- 
puted saints. The eager admonition of the artisans, whose 
superstition forbade their speaking, except to prevent the 
profanation of the castle, at first determined me to relin- 
quish my design. But having some faint notion about 
me, (for I was not very soundly asleep) that I might be 
dreaming, and knowing that in such a case no realities 
could disturb me, 1 resolved to enter; and giving a sud- 
den leap, I found myself in a winding ally, lighted only 
by the faint rays of some phosphorescences which cleaved 
io the dampened ceilings. 

As I walked through this benighted passage, I perceiv- 
ed that the wall on my right contained a great number of 
sassy doors, all equidistant from each other. A_ strip, 
like a crescent, projected from above, whereon the pencil 
of truth had written: “ M¥sSTeRY,—BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINA- 
FtON OF THE Earntu.” These doors seemed to open ia- 











to as many different apartments, ond on e ooh cf jae 
were Jabelied, in iven characters, the names of all the par 
tial 1ismMS8, which were ever introduced in the ea.th. I| 
coufess that 1 entertained a streng desire to get admission 
into some of these apartments; an’, standing near the 
céntre of the passage, my attention was more immediate - 
ly called to the roont directly opposite ‘ne, because ther 
I could hear,from within,y a voice more dictatorial anc 
arbitrary, than those which seemed to fill the other divi 
sions. Accordingly I resolved on gainiag admission.— 
But asI advanced toward the door, a hundred angry 
voices forbade my approach with dreadful imprication: 
onmy head. The door too was fastened ; and as it was 
impossible for me to force it, 1 was on the point of aban. 
doning the enterprise, when the Genius of 4merican Li 
berly, ask thought, approached, and at her touch the 
massive hinges turned, “criting horrible discord,” and 
gave me an opportunity to enter. But never shall I for- 
get the horror which filled my soul, when, through the 
faint rays of the phosphorescences, the terrific scene with- 
in burst upon my sight ! Protected however by the Ge- 
nius, I knew that no real danger need be apprehended ; 
and as I stood upon the threshold, my eyes surveyed the 
inysterious conclave before me. 

In.the middle of the apartment, there appeared to be a 
throne, standing upon a black pedestal, aud apparently 
stained with blood. The floor also was besmeared with 
suman gore. The throne was filled by a person, whose 
‘errific appearance my memory can never lose. Meagre 
‘nd emaciate, contractedness characterized every limb 

nd every expression of his countenance. At our ap- 
proach, hiseyes darted fire ;—his hair sweat drops of ven- 
‘eance and his hand, which was drenched in blood, let 
‘ai the iron with which he appeared to have been writ- 
ng. Before him lay a rolj of parchment, on which was 
written, Mystery ;” and as he raised his shaking bead, 
i could distinctly read in his forehead his real name. He 
vas the Ism of Calvin. His throne was surrounded by a 
ast multitude of his disciples who, “ recumbent on the 
nee of adoration,” cried with loud voices—Vire—Vivre ! 
“he IsM, strained to the highest pitch of wrath called on 
‘is disciples,—conjuring them by the blood of Serrelus 
the same I suppose, which stained his hands) to rise and 
‘ake theit veriest effort to put a speedy stup to Free In- 
uiry. “Tf conjure you by your love of ‘ mystery,’ to 
‘heck the first approach of investigation, or holy Calvin- 
“my must return to its native seat.—the snades of oblivi- 
n.” As he uttered these words, the Genius of American 
jiberty advanced toward the centre of the apartment, and 
it her approach, the “shades and spectres disappeared in 
iorrible confusion, 4eaving behind them the * Book of 
lanoeuvring,” and various other designs and instruc- 
Ons. 

I felt some curiosity to examine the papers; but their 
number was too great to permit a full perusal. The 
* Book of mystery” contained those doctrines, whose on- 
ly title to veneration consists in their mysterious charac- 
ter. The “ Book of manoeuvring” directed the methods. 
posterity must take to perpetuate these mysteries. This 
Book also contained some woful hints, that their craft 
was in danger fromthe melancholly increase of light and 
knowledge, and that it must eventually fall. Inthe mean 
time it referred to the papers carefully sealed, which were 
now pfomiscuously scattered over the floor, Some of 
these I also examined. One I found. containing the se- 
cret injunction to strive to unite “ Church and State,”— 
another recommended misrepresentation ; a thitd looked 


forward to the nineteenth century, when it would become 


necessary to commission missionary mendicants; and to 


l constitute societies forthe distribution of Tracts, with 


various other kinds of trumpety. 

As is not uncommon in dreams, the scene seemed to 
change, and I fancied myself brought back to the present 
age. Iwas surprised to find, in every place, great num- 
bers of persons dressed in black ; some with “ missionary 
boxes” and others with “ missionary rag bags,” solicit- 
ing with tears in their eyes, money of all they met, to en- 
able them to keep their cause in being a little longer. 1 
saw them wrest the hard earved shilling from poor kitch- 
en maidens ; I witnessed them taking the bread from bun- 
gry widows, and robbing children of their toys and sweet- 
meats to replenish their exhausted purses. Disgusted 
with such a money making policy, I entered the mission- 


‘ary rendezvous, where J saw, among other splendid arti- 


cles, purchased with the ill-gotten wealth, a cashinere 
shaw! marked J. for which seven hundred dollars of 
missionary funds bad been paid, to bedeck the humble 
person of a female in the East. No where could T go, 
without meeting these black robed gentry. And I confess 
that in the midst of my disgust, I could not vefrain from 
laughter, when I saw them watching for the goats to strip 
them of their milk, which kind nature had prepared for 
the young. 

Again the scene changed. and I thought T could see the 
different Isms, with all their hosts of disciples, now long 
troubled by the Genius of Liberty and the Spirit of Free 
Inquiry, collected and united together, to make common 
cause, against the impartial spirit of Christianity. This 


wasthe signal of their app o .ching ,destruction,» For * 
while thus assembled in council, celestial Tkuty torced 
its way among them, and with its heavenly weapons put 
\o flight the whole ;etinue of chaffy ISMs. I saw the 
hrones fall;—I saw the Sun of love light up the world 
ith joy and gladness :—I heard the tiiumph sounded 
: Mystery, Babyion the Great is falien!°—The sound of 
ts fall was great and amidst the tumult, “J awoke, ang 
ehold ! it was a dream.” 
J am now old ;—the hoar frost of ‘age has long since 
settled upon my furrowed face, and soon I must be lock. 
din the winter of death. But if after Lam vone, future 
zenerations sha!l witness the fulfilment of this :emayka- 
te dream, let them remember him who has been Made 
che favored instrument of the prediction. 
A DREAMER, 


REV. MR. WHITFIELD’S CONFESSION, 

“IT came,” says he, * soon into the world, I have carrieg 
high sail, whilst running through a torrent of Popularity 
and contempt ; and by this means have sometimes beea 
in danger of oversetting. I know that I am a man of like 
passions with others, and consequently may have misiak- 
en nature for grace, imagination for revelation, ana ths 
Jire of my own temper for the pure and sacred flame of 
holy zeal, which cometh from God’s altar. Alas! Alas! 
in how many things have I acted wrong ¢ I have been too 
rash and hasty ingiving characters both to places and 
persons. I have too often made impressions without 
making the written word, my rule of action. Being fond 
of scriptural language, I have often used a style too apos- 
tolical; and at the same time, I have been {00 bdiltey in 
my seal. Wald fire has been mixed with it, and I find { 
have frequently written and speken in my own spirit, 
when I thought Iwas writing and speaking entirely with 
pga: of the spiritof God.”—Whilficid’s Works, 

ol. iv. 








If we view ourselves, with all our imperfections and 
failings, in a just light, we shall rather be surprised at our 
enjoying so many good things, than discontented, because 
there are any which we want. 


Let not your expectations from the years that are te 
come, rise too high ; and your disappuintients will be 
fewer, and more easily supported. 


To live Jong, ought not to be your favorite wish, so 
much as to live well. By continuing too long on earth, 
we might only live to witness a greater vumber of melans 
choly scenes, and to expose ourselves to a wider compass 
of human wo. 





(ir NOTICE. 

Owing to the inconvenience attending the collection af 
small dues, widely scattered over the country, we have 
concluded to aller the CoNDITIONS of the ** Christian 
Intelligencer ;” by which, the Subscriber and the Editor, 
may be mutially accommodated. ‘Therefore, for ONE 
poLLaR, IN ADVANCE, (postage of ietters paid by 
the Editor.) the “INTELLIGENCER” shall be forwarded, 
according to diréctions, for one yeur. 

The Agent who shall procure Frve Subscribers, an¢ 
pay in advanee, shall be entitled to one volume gratis ; 
and so in proportion for a greater number. 

N.B. Our present Subseribers, who comply with the 
onditions under which they subscribed, will have their 
‘pers forwarded as usucl, 
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BOOKS FOR SALE!! 


Ry the Editor, at his residence, Willow Street, Port: 
LAND, and most of them, by Pearson, Liltle & Rebinson 
Exchange Street. 

Kneeland’s Travstation of the New Testament full 
bound. Prices, &1 50 for the English; $4 60 fo, the 
Greek and English, in 2 vols.; and $3 00 for the Grie- 
bach’s Greek. 

Kneeland’s Lectures on Universal Benevolence, $1 75; 
his “ American Pronouncing Spelling Book,” a new work, 
exhibiting great ingenuity and labo: 5 25 cts. ia commor 
binding, 374 in Sheep. The Philadelphia Christian 
Messenger, and Uiversalist Magazine, $3 per volume. 

The Theological Controversy, between the Rev. Aw 
Kneeland and Rev. W. McCalla, $1 50 in boards. 

Baifour’s Inquiry, 2d edition, $1; Batfour’s Reply te 
Mr. Sabine. 50 cts. 

Pearson. Littl. &¢e. have for sale the Universalis 
Hymna Book, price 83 cts. 

“The Christian Intelligencer, Vol. 1V. bound conreni- 
ently for conveyance by mail, or otherw ise. Whole 
volume $1; and with one or two numbers missing, 50 C- 
Besides the above we have a large variety of Pamphlets, 
which will be sold at the origins! cost. Those who pur 
chase to the amount of Are dollars, allowed ten pe! cent. 
discount. Societies bavine * Universalist Libraries 
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can be furnished with a valuable variety of books. 





